©0®e® FIGURE4! ATimelineof
the Changing Roles of Parents/Families of
Children With Disabilities

Approximate Era®*  Role and Function of Parents

1880 to 1950s

1930s to 1950s

1950s to 1960s

1950s to 1970s

Late 1960s to
mid/late 1980s

1970s to
the present

Mid-1970s to
the present

Mid-1980s to
the present

Parents as the cause of
the child’s disability
(eugenics movement)

!

Parents as founders of
parent organizations
and associations

!

Families as developers
of educational and
service programs

!

Families as recipients of
professionals’ decisions

!

Parents as teachers of
their children

!

Families as
political advocates

!

Parents as educational
decision makers

!

Families as partners
with service providers

*Eras do not represent discrete time periods; roles frequently overlap.

SOURCE: Adapted from A. Turnbull, R. Turnbull, E. Erwin, L. Soodak, &
K. Shogren, Families, Professionals, and Exceptionality, 6th ed. (Upper
Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, 2011), pp. 97-107.



